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But this power is in things spiritual not in things material.
Here, as always, it is the spiritual ideal that he champions,
regardless of practical considerations. He was no statesman,
and in the matters in which he interfered his judgment was
often wrong, for he was a man of one idea and absolutely
conservative. But because his idea was on behalf of the
spiritual he stands out as the leading personality in Western
Christendom in the first half of the twelfth century. He was
revered as a saint in his lifetime, and after his death his
writings were quoted with the veneration that was usually
reserved for the Early Fathers or Pope Gregory the Great.
In the history of the Church in the eleventh and twelfth Intellectual
centuries, besides the administrative and constitutionaldevelopment
development, and the considerable quickening of spiritual
life in the great monastic expansion, there was also an intel-
lectual development so remarkable as to justify its designa-
tion as the Renaissance of the twelfth century. This falls
within the Church's sphere, for the centres from which it
arose were for the most part north of the Alps and in France,
while it was only south of the Alps, in Italy, that the tradition
of lay education had been maintained. There was, indeed, a Italy
considerable revival in Italy too, but there it took a definitely
practical form : in the south the school of Salerno was famous
for medical science ; in the north, especially at Bologna, the
chief study was law. The class of notaries, a hereditary pro-
fession of long standing, became more important as their
services were required in the cities, many of them self-
governing communities with considerable trading and com-
mercial interests. Bologna was also the centre of the revived
study of canon law, and in this way was associated with the
life of the Church, at any rate on its practical side.
North of the Alps there were no lay schools. Education 2°*
was entirely in the hands of the Church, and designed for the
training of ecclesiastics ; to be a scholar, one must be a clerk
and receive the tonsure. Furthermore, it was mainly a
matter for the secular clergy. The monasteries were only
indirectly concerned. Just as a number of Cluniac monks
took part in the reform of the secular clergy, though the
Cluniac movement was concerned with monastic reform and
organisation, so many monks shared in the renaissance of

